9. HINDU SIDDHANTAS.

Sir, you mentioned that Advaita is a Siddhanta.
What are Siddhantas ?

The latter portion ofVedas consists of philoso-
phical truths and is called the end of the Vedas
orVedanta. It is aisc called Upanishads. The
Upanishads contain seemingly contradictory state-
ments about Brahmam. Sages have thought over
them and have given their final opinions. These
are called Siddhantas* There are three main
Siddhantas -Advaita,Dvaita andVisishtadvaita.
The Siddhantists quote statements from the Upa-
nishads in support of their Siddhanta.
Sir, please explain the Advaita Siddhanta.
Advaita means 'one without a second*. It means
that only one Self exists and that is Brahmam.
The individual soul has no real existence. Just as
we see reflections of the sun in several ponds of
water, so also the souls are only the reflections of
God.   The universe and the souls are the
apparent manifestations of God.  God is the
apparent material cause of this universe. A rope
in partial darkness appears like a snake. The idea
of a snake is super - imposed on the rope. The
changes are called Vivarthavada. They are ap-
parent. They are due to space, time causation,
name and forms. When the delusion ceases, the
snake also disappears. When one sees God, the
universe vanishes for him.

Ignorance or May a is the cause of this delusion.
Maya has neither existence nor non-existence. It
is not God. It produces delusion and is a mystery.
It is beyond definition. The world is not real. It is
like mirage. When one understands this, one's
ignorance disappears and Jivan Mukti is attained.